22 September 2025

Open Letter

To Mr. Akkenzhenov Ye.K., Minister of Energy of
the Republic of Kazakhstan,

and Others engaged in the dredging of

a shipping channel across the Ural Saddle area
in the northeast Caspian in relation

to development of the Kalamkas-Sea-Khazar oil
field

Dear Mr. Yerlan Kudaibergenovich,

The Society for Marine Mammalogy
(SMM), founded in 1981, is a non-profit
international organization with the mission
of promoting the global advancement of
marine mammal science and contributing
to its relevance and impact on education,
conservation and management. The SMM
comprises more than 2000 members from
56 countries (including Kazakhstan and
Russia) and has in its membership many of
the world’s leading experts on marine
mammals. The SMM’s primary goal is to
advance understanding of and promote
conservation of marine mammals and their
ecosystems.

This letter is to inform you of the view of
the SMM on the critical need for
Kazakhstan Authorities, and relevant local
and international businesses and experts,
to ensure the survival and recovery of
Caspian seals, a major and symbolic
component of the Caspian Sea’s
biodiversity.

The Caspian seal was listed as Endangered
by the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) in 2008 (updated in 2016),
and is included in the national Red Books of
all five Caspian countries (categorizing it as
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OTKprToe nMUCbMO

I-Hy AkkeHxxeHosy E.K., MuHucmpy sHepeemuku
Pecnybnuku Kasaxcmar,

U opeaHu3ayusaM, 3aHUMalowumMcsi [HoyrnyoneHnem
CyQOX0QHOro KaHana Yepes YpanbCKyto CeAnoBMHY Ha
ceBepo-BocToke Kacnus B cBA3m ¢ paspaboTkon
HedTHOrO MecTopoxaeHunsa Kanamkac-mope-Xasap

my6okoyBaxaeMbin r-H EpnaH
Kynanb6epreHoBuu!

O6wecTBO Mopckor Mmammororum (OMM),
OCHOBaHHoOe B 1981 roay, ABnsieTcs
MeXayHapoaHOW HEKOMMEPYECKON
opraHusaumnen, MMCCust KOTOPOW - cogencTemne
rno6anbHOMY pasBUTUIO HAYKN O MOPCKNX
MIIEKOMUTAILLNX M NOBbIWEHNE €€ 3HAYNMOCTU 1
BMUSHUA Ha obpa3oBaHWe, OXpaHy npupoabl 1
ynpasneHme. OMM obbeaunHsaet 6onee

2000 cneumanncToB U3 56 CTpaH (BKMYas
KasaxcTtaH n Poccuio), cpeauy KoTopbIX MHOrMe
BeAyLLUne MNUPOBLIE 3KCMNEPTbI MO MOPCKNM
mnekonutarowmm. OcHoBHas uernb OMM —
yrnybnaTb 3HaHUA U COAENCTBOBATbL COXPaHEHUIO
MOPCKMX MNIEKOMUTAIOLLMX U NX AKOCUCTEM.

B oaHHOM nucbMe n3noxeHa To4ka 3peHmnss OMM
OTHOCUTENBHO KPUTUYECKON HeobxoanmMocTn Ans
opraHoB BnacTtu KasaxctaHa n COOTBETCTBYHOLLNX
pervoHasbHbIX 1 MeXAYHapOoaHbIe KOMMaHUN 1
aKcnepToB 06ecnevnTb BbbKMBaHWE U
BOCCTaHOBIEHWE NONyNAUUmN KaCnmnnckoro
TIONEHS, ABNALLErocd OCHOBHbIM 3HAKOBbIM
BUOOM 3KOCUCTEMbI Kacnninckoro mopsi.

Kacnuinckuii TioneHb oTHeCEH MexayHapoaHbIM
COH30M OxpaHbl npupoasl (MCOI) k kaTeropum
Endangered (McyesatoLumii) B 2008 rogy (C
N3MEHEeHMsIMN B 2016 I.) M BKINIOYEH B
HauMoHarnbHble KpacHble KHUMM BCEX NATU
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Rare, Endangered — in Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan, Iran, Russia, and Critically
Endangered — in Turkmenistan), which is
clear acknowledgment that the species is
threatened and at risk of extinction.

The full IUCN Red List assessment can be
read here. Kazakhstan is also a party to
the Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS),
and Caspian Seals are listed in Appendix | of
this convention (meaning that a state
whose territory includes the range of

a listed species is obliged to afford it strict
protection, conserving and restoring
habitat, mitigating obstacles to migration
and controlling other factors that might
endanger it).

Proposals for a major new dredging project
in key Caspian seal habitat have been
brought to our attention. LLP “Kalamkas -
Khazar Operating” (KKO) has expressed

an intent to dredge a shipping channel
across the Ural Saddle in the northeast
Caspian Sea (during April to November,
2026-2027, and April to July, 2028-2029) to
support development of the Kalamkas-Sea
and Khazar oil fields. The planned dredging
has significant implications for Caspian seal
breeding, migration, and foraging,
including destruction of habitat, and
disturbance and displacement of seals and
their prey. The project runs counter to

the actions called for in The Caspian Seal
Conservation Action Plan ratified by the
Caspian countries under the Caspian
Environment Programme in 2007, relevant
to protecting areas needed to ensure

the seals can adapt to climate change, as
well as the Kazakhstan government’s own
national aspiration for prioritising Caspian
seal conservation.

The proposed project will directly affect
areas recognised as important
internationally, including the Caspian seal
Breeding EBSA (Ecologically or Biologically
Significant Marine Areas, designated under
the Convention on Biological Diversity), and
the Caspian Seal Breeding Area, and

Caspian Seal Transitory Migration and
Feeding Area Important Marine Mammal

NPUKaCNUNCKMUX CTPaH (C KaTeropusaMmm «pegkum»,
«ncyesarwmmn» - B Poccunn, KazaxcraHe, MipaHe v
AszepbangxaHe n «Haxo4ALMNCA Noa
KPUTNYECKOM YrpO30N UCHE3HOBEHUS» - B
TypKMEHUCTaHE) - 3TO ABMSIETCA SIBHbIM
nNpu3HaHMeM TOro, YTO BUA HAaXoAUTCs nNog
yrpo301 1 CyLLEecTBYeT PUCK ero BeiMupaHus. C
nosiHom oueHkon suaa B KpacHom cnivcke MCOI
MOXXHO O3HAKOMMUTbLCS, NPOMAA MO CChIMKE.
KasaxcTtaH Takke aBnsercs y4aCTHUKOM
KoHBeHLMN N0 COXpaHEeHUIO MUTPUPYHOLLIMX BUOOB
OVKUX XXNBOTHbIX (BOHHCKOM KOHBEHLMN), B
KOTOPOW KacrnMMCKNUIN TIONEHb BKIOYEH B
MpunoxeHue |, YTO O3HAYAET: rOCY4aPCTBO, Ha
TEPPUTOPUMN KOTOPOrO HAaXoAMTCS apean Buaa,
3aHecéHHoro B [MpunoxeHue |, 06s3aHO
0becneunTb eMY YCUINEHHYHO 3aLUNTY,
COXpaHeHne 1 BOCCTAHOBIEHNE MECT 00MTaHus,
YyCTpaHssa NPenaTCTBMS 415 MUrpauumn n
KOHTPONMpyS UHble dakTopbl, NpeacTaBnsowme
01151 HEro yrpoay.

Hawemy BHMMaHuio 6b1nn npeaocTaBneHbl
npeanoXxXeHus Mo HOBOMY KPYMHOMY MPOEKTY
yrnybneHus aHa B KMYEBbIX MeCTax 06uTaHms
kacnumckoro TioneHs. TOO “Kalamkas - Khazar
Operating” (KKO) HamepeHo npoBecTn
AHoyrnybneHve cygoxoaHOro KaHana Yepes
YpanbCkyto ceanoBrHYy Ha CEBEPO-BOCTOKE
Kacnimiickoro mops (B nepuog ¢ anpensi no Hosibpb
2026-2027 IT. U C anpens rno uwJsib 2028-2029 rr.)
ans obecneyeHus pa3paboTkm HeTAHBIX
MecTopoxaeHun Kanamkac-mope n Xasap.
MnaHupyemoe gHoyrnybneHune Ypesato
CepbE3HbIMU NOCNEACTBUAMN AN Pa3MHOXEHNS,
MUrpaumm 1 Haryna KacrnumcKoro TIoNeHs,
BKNtoYas paspyLLeHne n cMeLleHne Mect
00uTaHuA TIoNeHen U nx OOBHEKTOB NUTaHKS,
©eCnoKONCTBO XUBOTHbLIX. [pOEKT NnpoTnBOpEUnNT
Mepam, NpeaycMoTpeHHbIM [naHom gencTBmim no
COXpPaHEeHUI0 KaCrMNCKOro TIONEHS
(paTudpmumposaH B 2007 r. IPUKaCANNCKNMU
CTpaHaMu B pamkax Kacnnmnckom akonormyeckom
nporpamMmmbl) B OTHOLLEHWUM OXPaHbl PanloHOB,
HeobxooMMbIX AN agantaumm TIONeHen K
NM3MEHEHMIO KNUMaTa, a TaKkke CTpeMIeHNIo
MpaBuTenbcTBa KaszaxctaHa yoensatb
nepBooYepeaHOe BHUMAHNE COXPaHEHMIO 3TOro
BMAa.

MpennoXeHHbIN NPOEKT OKaXeT
HenocpeacTBeHHOe BO3OENCTBUE Ha panoHbl,
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Areas(IMMAs), identified by the IUCN Joint
SSC-WCPA Marine Mammal Protected
Areas Task Force. Kazakhstan also has

a responsibility to protect Caspian seal
migration routes under the CMS. Further,
the dredging project area is adjacent to
the Tyulen’i Islands archipelago, which is
part of the Caspian Seal Moulting and Haul
Out Areas IMMA, and the State Nature
Reserve "Kaspij itbalygy". The effectiveness
of this new protected area is potentially
placed at risk.

The SMM has reviewed the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) for this project
and noted that it only covers the dredging
work, but not the construction, production,
and transport phases. The dredging and
island/platform construction will take place
in core Caspian seal breeding habitat and
encroach on foraging areas and migration
routes. The EIA does not adequately
address potential impacts on seal breeding
habitat, or on other aspects of habitat use
by the seals. Our SMM Conservation
Committee also noted the lack of standard
methodology and use of scientific data, and
that much of the relevant literature has not
been cited in the EIA. We ask you to
recognise that the impacts on breeding
areas arise from the creation of new
structures, and the vessel traffic including
ship traffic using the channel during the ice
period.

Further, the artificial island/platform
construction and associated vessel traffic
during construction and production will
result in a major increase in human
impacts in a sensitive and already highly
impacted environment. For instance,
during the Kalamkas-Sea-Khazar
production phase, icebreaker transits
through seal breeding areas will increase,
causing additional disturbance to the seals
to those already arising from vessels
servicing the Kashagan field. Vessel transits
close to breeding seals have been shown to
increase the risk of mother-pup
displacement and separation, potentially
leading to higher pup mortality. Reducing

NPU3HaHHbIE 3HAa4YMMbIMU Ha MeXOYHapOAHOM
YpOBHE, B nx yncne: 3b63P pasmHoOxXeHu1s
kacnumckoro TioneHsa (3B3P - akonornyeckn nnm
Bronornyeckn saHaunMble MOPCKUE PaniOHbl,
NPUHATBIE B pamMkax KoHBeHUuKM 0 Gruonormyeckom
pasHoobpasuun); SMMA pasmMHOXeHUS
kacnumnckoro TioneHs n SMMA murpaumm v Haryna
kacnunckoro TioneHs (BMMA — 3Haunmble ongd
MOPCKMX MNEKOMUTaIOLLMX aKBaTopuu,
naeHTMduLmMpoBaHHble Llenesor rpynnoin no
OXpaHseMbIM aKBaTOPUAM 5151 MOPCKUX
MnekonuTaroLwmx Kommcecmm no BbXKUBaHUIO
BMAOB 1 BceMmpHOM KOMUCCHMM MO OXpaHAeMbIM
Tepputopuam MCOIT). KaszaxcTaH Takke HECET
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a 3auTy NyTen MmrpaLmm
Kacnumckoro TIoNeHsi B COOTBETCTBMM C BOHHCKOM
KOHBeHUMen. Kpome Toro, panoH npoekTa no
AHoyrnybneHuio NnpuMbIKaeT K apxunenary
TioneHbM OCTPOBa, ABnstowerocs Yacteto SMMA
3anEXeK KACNUNCKOro THEHS AN NNHBKU U
otabixa u MlocygapcTBeHHOMY NPUPOSHOMY
pesepsaTy «Kacnumn utbanbifbl». AHPEKTUBHOCTb
3TON HOBOW 0COB0 OXpaHAEeMOoW NpUPOLHOWN
TEPPUTOPUMN HAXOANTCA NoA, NOTEHLMaNbHON
YrpO30M.

OMM paccmoTpeno oLeHKy BO3AENCTBUA Ha
okpyxatoLyto cpeqy (OBOC) naHHOro npoekTa u
otMeTuno, Yto OBOC oxBaTbIiBaeT TOSIbKO
OHoyrnybutenbHble paboThbl, HO He 3Tanbl
CTpouTenbLCTBa, NPON3BOACTBA U
TpaHCNopTMPOBKU. [JHOyrnybneHne n
CTPOUTENbLCTBO OCTpoBa/nnatdopm byayT
NPOBOANTLCS B OCHOBHbIX MECTaX pa3MHOXEHUS
KacrnumncKoro TIONEHs 1 3aTparmeaTb MecTa
Haryna un nyt1 murpaumm. OBOC He yuntbiBaeT B
[OCTaTOYHOM Mepe NoTeHumanbLHoe BO34encTame
Ha MecTa pa3MHOXEHUS TIONEHEN, a TaKKe Ha
Apyrve acnektbl MICNONb30BaHUA UMW cpeabl
0buTaHus. Haw KomnteT no oxpaHe npupoabl
OMM Takxke otmeTun otcytctane 8 OBOC
CTaHA4apTHOW MEeTOAOMNOMM, UCMNOoSb30BaHUSA
Hay4YHbIX AaHHbIX, @ TaKKe OTCYTCTBUE CCbINOK Ha
3HaYNTENbHYO YaCTb COOTBETCTBYOLLEN
nuTtepatypbl. Mbl Npocum Bac Npu3HaTh, YT
BO3JENCTBME Ha MecTa pasMHOXEHUS BO3HUKaeT
B pe3ynbTare CTPOMTENbCTBA HOBbLIX COOPYXXEHUI
1 ABWXKEHWSI Cyao0B, BKIOYasa NPOXOXAeHWE CyaoB
no KaHany B negoBbIv nepuoa.

Kpome Toro, CTpouTenbCTBO MCKYCCTBEHHOIO
ocTpoBa/nnaTgopM 1 CBA3aHHbLIV C 3TUM TpauK
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water levels will constrain vessel navigation
options, making it harder to implement
vessel avoidance of breeding seals and
other mitigation measures.

Finally, given the drastic ongoing decline in
Caspian Sea water level, the area under
consideration for the dredging project,
which is where remaining sea ice is likely
to concentrate, will become increasingly
critical to the seals as their distribution
shifts. Caspian seals give birth between
mid-January and early March onice in

the northern Caspian Sea. Research has
shown that a 5-meter reduction in water
level (relative to the -27.5 m 2010 datum
coastline) would reduce the area of this
habitat by as much as 81% - putting major
additional stress on the seal population,
which has already declined. The area
proposed for further development is vital
for the Caspian seal’s resilience and ability
to adapt to future sea level declines. If
the proposed dredging, construction and
production takes place, it will likely cause
irreparable damage to Caspian seal habitat
at a time when this unique seal is already
struggling to survive climate
change-related pressures.

In conclusion, on behalf of the SMM, |
strongly urge the Kazakhstan Government
to consider all available information before
proceeding with any of the proposed
activities and implement measures that
offset the damage caused to the Caspian
seal population and habitat.

We provide a list below of important
resources that give context to the
substance of this letter and which were not
referenced in the EIA document.

CYAO0B B NNepuno cTpoutenbcTea 1 Jobblun
npvBeayT K 3HaYUTENbHOMY POCTY
@HTPOMNOreHHOro BO34ENCTBUS Ha YA3BUMYIO U
y>K€ CUITbHO NOCTPaAaBLUYHO OT YerioBeka
oKpy>XatoLLyto cpeqy. Hanpumep, npu gobbive Ha
MecTopoxaeHusix Kanamkac-mope 1 Xasap
BO3paCTET TPaH3UT NeAOKONOoB Yepes panoHbl
pa3MHOXeHUS TIoNEHeN, Bbl3blBasi 6onbLue
GecnokoncTBa No CPaBHEHMIO C TEM, YTO OHU
NCNbITLIBAIOT OT 06CnyxmBarLwmx Kawwaran
cynos. bbino nokasaHo, 4To Npoxoa cyaoB B6nn3u
MECT pa3MHOXEHWS TIONEeHEeNn NoBbILIaeT PUCK
nepemeLLeHMs Napbl «LLEHOK-MaTb», pasnyyYeHuns
OeTéHbILen ¢ TINeHnxaMmn 1 NpUBoOaMUT K pOCTyY
cMepTHOCTU npunnoaa. CHMWXeHVe ypoBHS
Kacnusi ycnoXH1UT BO3MOXXHOCTU HaBuraumm
CYAOB, 4YTO 3aTPyAHUT 06x0p 3anéxek
Pa3MHOXalLLMXCA TIONEHeEN 1 ocyLLecTBNeHe
APYrnx Mep Mo yMeHbLUEHWIO MOCNEACTBUN.

HakoHel, yunTbiBasg npogosnkatoLeecs peskoe
nageHuve yposHsi Kacnus, palnoH,
paccMmaTtpuBaeMblin 4nsi NpoekTa AHOoyrnyonexHus,
rae, no Bcen BUANMOCTU, CKOHLEHTPUPYIOTCA
OCTaTKM MOPCKOTO Jba, CTaHET KPUTUYECKN
BaXXHbIM [ANA THONEHEN, NOCKOIbKY N3MEHUTCS UX
pacnpegenenune. Kacnuickme ToneHn npuHocaT
NMOTOMCTBO C CEpeAVHbI AHBaps No Hayano mapTa
Ha NbAay ceBepHOn YacTn Kacnmmnckoro mopsi.
WccnepgoBaHnsa nokasanu, YTo CHUXEHNE YPOBHS
MOPSA Ha 5 M (OTHOCUTENBbHO OTMETKN MUHYC 27.5 M
2010 roga) cokpaTuT nnoLuagb 3T0ro
MecToobutTaHms Ha 81%, 4TO CO30acCT CEPbE3HYIO
OOMOSTHUTENbHYIO Harpy3Ky Ha COKpaTMBLLYIOCS B
YNCNEHHOCTU NONYyNAUMIO TIoNeHen. PanoH,
npegnaraemMbli N4 ganbHenLwero 0CBOeHus,
XN3HEHHO BaXkKeH A5 YCTOMYMBOCTU BMAA U €ro
CNOCOBHOCTM aganTUPOBaTbLCA K AalbHENLLEMY
CHXXEeHM0 YpoBHSA Mop4. Ecnv npeanaraemble
OHoyrnybneHne, cTpouTenbCcTBO U Aobblva byayT
peanu3oBaHbl — 3TO, BEPOSATHO, HAHECET
HenonpaBMMbIN yLepb yHUKanbHOMY
KacrnumckoMy THOMNEH!O, NbITaloLWLEMYCS BbKUTb B
YCMOBUAX U3MEHSIOLLErocs Knumara.

B 3akntouyeHuun, ot umeHn OMM, HacTosTenbHO
npu3sbiBato NpaBntenbcTBo KazaxcraHa
paccMOTpeThL BCIO UMEoLLYIoCcst MHpbopmauuio
npexge, Yem NpucTynaTb K peanusaumm nodoro
N3 nNpegnoXXeHHbIX MEPONPUATUN, U MPUHSTb
Mepbl, KOTOpPbIE KOMNEHCUPYIOT yLLepo,
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HaHOCUMbIV NONYNALUM KaCUNCKOro TIONEHS U
cpene obuTaHus.

Hwxe npuBoanTcsa nepevyeHb BaXKHbIX
NCTOYHMKOB, PACKPbIBAOLLMX KOHTEKCT
N3I0XXEHHOro B MUCbME, U Ha KOTOpPbIE He
ccbinanucb B aokymeHte OBOC.

Respectfully, C yBaxkeHuem,
Dr. Jeremy J. Kiszka, President of a-p Dxepemu Ix. Kncska, npesvaeHt
the Society for Marine Mammalogy O6LLEeCTBa MOPCKO MaMMOIIOrim

Mailing address: Society for Marine Mammalogy, c/o Talley Management Group, 19 Mantua Road, Mt Royal, NJ
08061, USA, president@marinemammalscience.org, conservation@marinemammalscience.org

Attachment to Open Letter dated 22 September 2025
MpunoxeHue K OTKPbLITOMY NUCbLMY OT 22 CEeHTAGPSA 2025 T.

1. Rapid decline of Caspian Sea level threatens ecosystem integrity, biodiversity protection, and
human infrastructure
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-025-02212-5

2. Assessment of impacts and potential mitigation for icebreaking vessels transiting pupping
areas of an ice-breeding seal
https://www.sciencedirect.com/scien rticle/pii 20717301672

3. Individual variation in seasonal movements and foraging strategies of a land-locked,
ice-breeding pinniped
https://www.int-res.com/articles/meps_oa/m554p241.pdf

4. Breeding behavior and pup development of the Caspian seal, Pusa caspica
https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/98/1/143/2525933

5. Caspian Seal Important Marine Mammal Areas
https://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/factsheets/caspian-seal-transitory-migration-and-feeding-ar
ea-imma/
https://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/factshee aspian-seal-breeding-area-imma
https://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/factsheets/caspian-seal-moulting-and-haul-out-areas-imma

L

6. CBD Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Report of the regional workshop to
facilitate the description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas in the Black
Sea and Caspian Sea.
https://www.cbd.in (2018).

7. IUCN-MMPATF. Global Dataset of Important Marine Mammal Areas (IUCN-IMMA). October
2022. Made available under agreement on terms and conditions of use by the IUCN Joint
SSC/WCPA Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force and accessible via the IMMA e-Atlas.

https://www.marinemammalhabitat.org/imma-eatlas (2022).
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